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INTERNATIONAL
ORATORY FESTIVAL
17 May – 27 May 2022

An Online Celebration of Speech & Drama

oratoryfestival.com

2022
Tuesday 17 to Friday 27 May

Revised main closing date for entries:
Sunday, 17 April 2022

We are delighted to be affiliated to the British & International Federation of Festivals
for Music, Dance & Speech (of which Her Majesty the Queen is Patron)
as a Provisional Member in our inaugural year
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Welcome!
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INTERNATIONAL
ORATORY FESTIVAL
17 May – 27 May 2022

We’re really excited to welcome you
to the first year of the International
Oratory Festival, an online celebration
of speech and drama.
Do you love words? Do you like to meet
new people from around the world?
Do you like to think differently?
If you do, you’ve come
to the right place!

We’ll be holding Zoom events in a range
of time zones from Tuesday 17 May to
Friday 27 May, 2022.
If you’re between the ages of 5 and 18,
you can enter our friendly competition
in the following categories:

Bringing together people from different communities around the world

Poetry recital
Prose reading
Solo acting
Public speaking
Everyone who takes part will be sent a
beautiful digital certificate, and receive
useful feedback to help you to develop
as a speaker and performer.
We’ll also be recognising the best
speakers in every category, and you’ll
also be in the running to receive our
Jubilee Trophy for ‘Best in Festival’.
We can’t wait to meet you!

Chief Judges

Enter today at oratoryfestival.com

Revised main entry deadline: 17 April 2022
Entries subject to our rules (see pages 15-19)

Our Categories
INTERNATIONAL
ORATORY FESTIVAL
17 May – 27 May 2022
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Poetry recital
from memory

Enjoy performing the wonderful words from one
of our great poems page 7

Prose reading
Read an excerpt from a book by a great
writer like Terry Pratchett or Malorie
Blackman page 8

Solo acting
Choose a section from your favourite play
and wow us with your performance! page 9

Public speaking

Sharing with an audience
Our great introductory category for
orators of up to 10 years old page 10

Public speaking

Presenting an argument
Give a persuasive speech presenting
one side of our topical issues, or a
balanced argument considering both
sides ages 7+ page 11

Public speaking
Speaking to inform

Deliver an interesting and informative speech
about one of of our topics ages 7-15 page 12

Public speaking
Impromptu

Speak on a topical subject given to you 10
minutes before you speak! ages 11-18 page 13

Enter today at oratoryfestival.com

Revised main entry deadline: 17 April 2022
Entries subject to our rules (see pages 15-19)

How to enter
Entries are open from early January 2022
until the main closing date of Thursday 17 March, 2022

Individuals

Schools & groups

Enter online and pay by credit/
debit card, or money transfer:

You can book a session for
a whole class starting from
£90. We can fit up to 15 pupils
into a one hour session1. Email
entries@oratoryfestival.com
for more information.
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You can also enter small
groups via email, or online at
oratoryfestival.com. Pay by
credit/debit card or invoice.

g

If you have any questions or
problems when booking and
entering participants’ details
online, don’t hesitate to get in
touch with us at
entries@oratoryfestival.com.

th

oratoryfestival.com

Oratory can be great whatever
your background, accent
or nationality. We welcome
participants from around
the globe on equal terms!
We also welcome candidates
who are neurodiverse or
have additional needs; special
considerations will be made
where appropriate. You can let
us know more about this when
you enter online or by email.
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£10 per category
£30 for all four2

✓

✓

£10 per category
£40 for five categories2
£45 for all six2

✓

£10 per category
£40 for five categories2
£45 for all six2

✓

✓

£10 per category
£40 for five categories2
£45 for all six2

✓

£10 per category
£40 for five categories2
£45 for all six2

✓
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£40 for all five2
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16-18
Years

✓

✓
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Everyone in a whole class session must be entering the same category, but can be spread across different age groups.
Multibuy discounts are for a single individual entering each of the categories; you cannot enter multiple individuals
on one multibuy purchase.

Enter today at oratoryfestival.com

Revised main entry deadline: 17 April 2022
Entries subject to our rules (see pages 15-19)
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What happens
next?
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Scheduling
We’re proud to be the International Festival of
Oratory, welcoming young voices from all around
the globe. When the main entries close on 17 April
2022, we will carefully schedule entrants into
sessions taking place in our festival week, from
Tuesday 17 to Friday 27 May 2022. We’ll make
sure your session is scheduled at a sensible time
for where you are in the world. Check the email
you registered from during late April. If you haven’t
heard from us by 30 April, drop us a line at
entries@oratoryfestival.com.

Prepare to speak
In April 2022, we’ll be launching some great
resources to help you prepare for your category.
You’ll find them online at oratoryfestival.com.
There’ll be tips about using language, speaking
with clarity and impact, and what the judges will
be looking for in each category. We’ll also give you
some ideas about how you can have fun preparing
your oratory with friends or family members.
There might also be a few slots available to enter
some extra categories, if you’re really keen!
On the day, you’ll be welcomed to our Zoom by
your friendly judge. You can be joined by up to two
audience members1. During the session, you’ll
deliver your oratory, and you’ll also hear other
people speak2. The judges will then give useful and
positive spoken feedback. Each session will have
its own winner and the overall category will have
gold, silver and bronze awards. At the end of the
festival, we’ll let you know the winners, and send
you written feedback to help you grow as an orator.
1

You should be the only person on your screen. But we’ll also provide
you with a second link for your audience members. See page 17
for details. 2 You will not necessarily see every candidate in your
category as there may be multiple sessions.

Enter today at oratoryfestival.com

Revised main entry deadline: 17 April 2022
Entries subject to our rules (see pages 15-19)

Our Judges
INTERNATIONAL
ORATORY FESTIVAL
17 May – 27 May 2022
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At the International Festival of Oratory, we celebrate the power of the spoken
word. Sure, we’ll pick some winners, but the most important thing for us is giving
you great feedback that will help you improve. We know that great oratory has the
power to change the world, and our judges will help you do that even better.

Alison Coates

Debbie Newman
is the founder and lead trainer
of the Noisy Classroom, experts
in teaching public speaking,
debating and oratory in schools.
Debbie has experience of
coaching speech and debate
around the world at all levels.
She is a previous English national
debating champion, president of
the Cambridge Union Society and
world champion schools debate coach.
She has been on the faculty of the World Debate
Institute, the International Debate Academy (IDAS) and the
UK Debate Academy and is a former Head of the Centre
for Speech and Debate at the English-Speaking Union in
London.

is passionate about oracy and
communication, in all its forms,
and has worked in this area
for over 25 years. A graduate
of the University of Lancaster,
with Joint Honours in English
and Drama, she ran her own
Speech and Drama business for
17 years, preparing students for
examinations, festivals, and drama
school.

Debbie is a qualified secondary teacher, and her focus is
on speaking and listening in schools: both working with
children, from 8-18, and also working with teachers to help
build their skills and confidence. She has been a trustee
of the English Speaking Board, a tutor at City Lit college,
a primary school governor and a Speech and Debate
committee member at the English-Speaking Union.

As well as the above, Alison has been lucky enough to
travel across the UK and internationally as a trainer,
assessor, and adjudicator for the English Speaking Board,
the PiXL Club’s Up for Debate programme, the Business
and Professional Women’s Public Speaking Competition,
and others. Highlights have included time spent working
in The Channel Islands, Belgium, Malta, Poland, Singapore,
Hong Kong, Malaysia, Shanghai and Trinidad and Tobago.

As well as your
stunning digital
certificate, all
participants
will receive
personalised
written
feedback to help
you develop as an
orator.

Alison has worked in several schools teaching Speech and
Drama and spent ten years as the Business Development
Advisor for Speech with the English Speaking Board, also
writing their three accredited debating qualifications
during her time with the awarding organisation.

Harold Raitt
is a speaker, writer and filmmaker who has helped young
people and adults around the world to become better
orators. In 2004 he joined the English-Speaking Union,
where he ran the London Debate Challenge and UK
Schools Mace programmes. In 2007 he joined the
UK’s world famous National Theatre, where he made
documentary films about plays by Shakespeare, Brecht
and the hit adaptation of Michael Morpurgo’s novel War
Horse. He was nominated for a British Academy of Film &
Television Arts (BAFTA) award for his Online Tour of the theatre,
which celebrated the skills of everyone who worked there. More
recently, he co-created the PiXL Club’s Up for Debate programme
with the Noisy Classroom, is a faculty member of the World Schools
Debate Academy, and has developed innovative new ways of
involving young people in oratory and debate with his programmes
at SeeHearTeach, SeeHearDiscover and SeeHearVote.

Our 2022 Festival of Oratory will be scheduled in March 2022, once the main entries have closed
(see page 10 for details). We will bring in further judges as necessary, from our wide range of
international contacts including world champion debaters and top theatrical talent.

Enter today at oratoryfestival.com

Revised main entry deadline: 17 April 2022
Entries subject to our rules (see pages 15-19)
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Poetry
recital
from memory

Under 7 Years Old
Perform either:
a ‘A Smile’ by Jez Alborough or
b ‘Cats’ by Eleanor Farjeon

S2

7-8 Years Old
Perform either:
a ‘The Bogeyman’ by Jack Prelutsky or
b ‘Picnic’ by Judith Nicholls

S3

9-10 Years Old
Perform either:
a ‘The Mafia Cats’ by Roger McGough or
b ‘Conversation Piece’ by Gareth Owen

S4

11-12 Years Old		
Perform either:
a ‘Miller’s End’ by Charles Causley or
b ‘The Swan Princess Speaks’ by Sujata Bhatt or
c ‘Ozymandias’ by Percy Bysshe Shelley

S5

13-15 Years Old
Perform either:
a ‘If I Could Tell You’ by W. H. Auden or
b ‘The Right Word’ by Imtiaz Dharker or
c ‘Sea Fever’ by John Masefield

S6

16-18 Years Old
Perform either:
a ‘Caged Bird’ by Maya Angelou or
b ‘Dover Beach’ by Matthew Arnold or
c ‘Full Fathom Five’ by Sylvia Plath
Entrants must be within the age bands on the first day of the
festival. For example, to qualify as “7-8 Years Old”, you must have
your 7th birthday on or before 17 May 2022, and your 9th birthday
must be after 17 May 2022

Enter today at oratoryfestival.com

Finding your poem
Links to all of the poems are on our
website at oratoryfestival.com
Our membership of BIFF means that the copyright
permissions for your performance are all taken care
of, and the author will receive payment for use of their
work where appropriate. See page 19 for full details.

What we reward
Secure, well-memorised words •
Clarity and audibility • Sensitivity to,
and capturing of, mood and meaning
• Vocal variety which engages the
audience and adds power to the
words • Thoughtful and appropriate
use of pause• Facial expressions
which support the successful
communication of the words

Entry details
£10 per entry at oratoryfestival.com
Discounts available for individuals
entering multiple categories; see page 4.

Revised main entry deadline: 17 April 2022
Entries subject to our rules (see pages 15-19)

Prose reading
INTERNATIONAL
ORATORY FESTIVAL
17 May – 27 May 2022
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Prepared prose reading, to include a short introduction within the time
limit. A copy of the section you will be reading must be sent to us at
entries@oratoryfestival.com by 30 April 2022.
S7

Under 7 Years Old
Perform an excerpt from The Roundhill by
Dick King-Smith, lasting 2 minutes

S8

7-8 Years Old
Perform an excerpt from The Amazing
Maurice and His Educated Rodents by Terry
Pratchett, lasting 2 minutes

S9

9-10 Years Old
Perform an excerpt from Granny by
Anthony Horowitz, lasting 2 minutes

S10

Perform an excerpt from Noughts and
Crosses by Malorie Blackman, lasting
3 minutes

What we reward
Familiarity with the text • Clarity and
audibility • Eye contact • Sensitivity
to, and capturing of, the mood • Clear
differentiation between narrative and
dialogue • Vocal variety which engages
the audience and adds power to the
words • Thoughtful and appropriate
use of pause • Facial expressions which
support the successful communication of
the words

Finding your book
Your local library may have a copy,
or you can find links to buy online at
oratoryfestival.com
Our membership of BIFF means that the copyright
permissions for your performance are all taken care of,
and the author will receive payment for use of their work
where appropriate. See page 19 for full details.

11-12 Years Old		

S11

13-15 Years Old
Perform an excerpt from Refugee Boy by
Benjamin Zephaniah, lasting 3 minutes

S12

16-18 Years Old
Perform an excerpt from Never Let Me Go
by Kazuo Ishiguro, lasting 3 minutes
Entrants must be within the age bands on the first day of
the festival. For example, to qualify as “7-8 Years Old”, you
must have your 7th birthday on or before 17 May 2022, and
your 9th birthday must be after 17 May 2022

Entry details
£10 per entry at oratoryfestival.com
Discounts available for individuals entering
multiple categories. See page 4 for details.

Enter today at oratoryfestival.com

Revised main entry deadline: 17 April 2022
Entries subject to our rules (see pages 15-19)

Solo acting
INTERNATIONAL
ORATORY FESTIVAL
17 May – 27 May 2022
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Choose an excerpt from your favourite play or monologue.
A copy of the reading must be sent to us at
entries@oratoryfestival.com by 30 April 2022.

At the International Oratory Festival, our
focus is on the words. Please don’t wear any
special costumes, just dress as you would for
any other category.

S13

Under 7 Years Old
Your own choice of excerpt,
lasting 3 minutes

S14

7-8 Years Old
Your own choice of excerpt,
lasting 3 minutes

S15

9-10 Years Old
Your own choice of excerpt,
lasting 3 minutes

S16

11-12 Years Old
Your own choice of excerpt,
lasting 4 minutes

S17

13-15 Years Old
Your own choice of excerpt,
lasting 5 minutes

S18

16-18 Years Old
Your own choice of excerpt,
lasting 5 minutes

What we reward
Secure, well-memorised words
• Clarity and audibility •
A demonstrable understanding
of character and situation • Vocal
variety which engages the audience
and adds power to the words • Use
of appropriate movement, stance,
facial expressions and gesture

Entry details
Entrants must be within the age bands on the first day of the festival. For
example, to qualify as “7-8 Years Old”, you must have your 7th birthday on
or before 17 May 2022, and your 9th birthday must be after 17 May 2022
Our membership of BIFF means that the copyright permissions for your
performance are all taken care of, and the author will receive payment
for use of their work where appropriate. See page 19 for full details.

Enter today at oratoryfestival.com

£10 per entry at oratoryfestival.com
Discounts available for individuals
entering multiple categories.
See page 4 for details.

Revised main entry deadline: 17 April 2022
Entries subject to our rules (see pages 15-19)

Public speaking
INTERNATIONAL
ORATORY FESTIVAL
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Sharing with an audience

17 May – 27 May 2022

Tell the audience about something that
you find interesting or important.

S8

Under 7 Years
Share your thoughts about an
object, in a talk lasting 3 minutes

S8

7-8 Years Old
Share your thoughts about an
object, in a talk lasting 3 minutes

S9

9-10 Years Old
Share your thoughts about an area
of personal interest, in a talk lasting
3 minutes

Entrants must be within the age bands on the
first day of the festival. For example, to qualify as
“7-8 Years Old”, you must have your 7th birthday
on or before 17 May 2022, and your 9th birthday
must be after 17 May 2022

What we reward
Thoughts and ideas shared with the
audience in some detail • Language
choices which engage the audience
and add power to the speech • Facial
expressions and body language
which support the successful
communication of the words • A wellthought out structure with a clear
beginning, middle and end

Entry details
£10 per entry at oratoryfestival.com
Discounts available for individuals
entering multiple categories.
See page 4 for details.

Enter today at oratoryfestival.com

Revised main entry deadline: 17 April 2022
Entries subject to our rules (see pages 15-19)

Public speaking
INTERNATIONAL
ORATORY FESTIVAL
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Presenting an argument

17 May – 27 May 2022

Candidates can choose to give a persuasive
speech presenting one side of the issue
(for or against) or a balanced argument
considering both sides.

S8

7-8 Years Old
“Everyone should have a pet” or your
own choice on the theme of animals,
lasting 3 minutes

S9

9-10 Years Old
“Everyone should join a sports club”
or your own choice on the theme of
sport, lasting 3 minutes

S10

“Children should not have mobile
phones” or your own choice on the
theme of digital technology, lasting
3 minutes

What we reward
Well chosen points which are clearly
explained and supported by relevant
evidence • Language choices which
engage the audience and add power
to the speech • Facial expressions
and body language which support the
successful communication of the words
• A well-thought out structure with a
clear beginning, middle and end

11-12 Years Old		

S11

13-15 Years Old
Own choice on a contemporary moral
or ethical issue, lasting 5 minutes

S12

Entry details
£10 per entry at oratoryfestival.com
Discounts available for individuals
entering multiple categories.
See page 4 for details.

Enter today at oratoryfestival.com

16-18 Years Old
Own choice on a contemporary moral
or ethical issue, lasting 5 minutes

Entrants must be within the age bands on the first
day of the festival. For example, to qualify as “7-8
Years Old”, you must have your 7th birthday on or
before 17 May 2022, and your 9th birthday must be
after 17 May 2022

Revised main entry deadline: 17 April 2022
Entries subject to our rules (see pages 15-19)

Public speaking
INTERNATIONAL
ORATORY FESTIVAL
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Speaking to inform

17 May – 27 May 2022

Engage the audience with an
interesting and informative speech
about one of of our topics.

S14

7-8 Years Old
Talk about “Keeping healthy” in a speech
lasting 3 minutes

S15

9-10 Years Old
Talk about “Being a good friend” in a speech
lasting 3 minutes

S16

11-12 Years Old		
Talk about “Helping the environment” in a
speech lasting 3 minutes

S17

13-15 Years Old
Talk about “Someone I admire” in a speech
lasting 3 minutes

Entrants must be within the age bands on the first day of the
festival. For example, to qualify as “7-8 Years Old”, you must
have your 7th birthday on or before 17 May 2022, and your 9th
birthday must be after 17 May 2022

What we reward
Clearly explained content which shares
relevant information with the audience
• Language choices which engage
the audience and add power to the
speech • Facial expressions and body
language which support the successful
communication of the words • A wellthought out structure with a clear
beginning, middle and end.

Entry details
£10 per entry at oratoryfestival.com
Discounts available for individuals
entering multiple categories.
See page 4 for details.

Enter today at oratoryfestival.com

Revised main entry deadline: 17 April 2022
Entries subject to our rules (see pages 15-19)

Public speaking
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Impromptu

INTERNATIONAL
ORATORY FESTIVAL
17 May – 27 May 2022

You’ll speak on an exciting general interest topic which will be given to you by the
festival organisers 10 minutes before you speak. This is the perfect category for
everyone who likes debating or thinking on your feet.

S10

11-12 Years Old
Talk for 3 minutes

S11

13-15 Years Old
Talk for 3 minutes

S12

16-18 Years Old
Talk for 5 minutes

What we reward
Content which explores ideas that are
relevant to the topic in an interesting
way • Language choices which engage
the audience and add power to the
speech • Facial expressions and body
language which support the successful
communication of the words • A wellthought out structure with a clear
beginning, middle and end

Entry details

Entrants must be within the age bands on the
first day of the festival. For example, to qualify as
“11-12 Years Old”, you must have your 11th birthday
on or before 17 May 2022, and your 13th birthday
must be after 17 May 2022

£10 per entry at oratoryfestival.com
Discounts available for individuals
entering multiple categories.
See page 4 for details.

Enter today at oratoryfestival.com

Revised main entry deadline: 17 April 2022
Entries subject to our rules (see pages 15-19)
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Helping young people become persuasive and creative speakers,
critical listeners, analytical thinkers and engaged citizens
The International Oratory Festival is founded and run by the Noisy Classroom. Based
in the UK, we are a training organisation dedicated to promoting and supporting the
use of speaking and listening in schools. We also offer online coaching for families
and individual young people around the world. Visit noisyclassroom.com or email
info@noisyclassroom.com to book!

Schools
We help teachers use a range of
techniques including debate,
discussion, dialogue, role play
and enquiry as part of the
Noisy Learning experience.
A noisy classroom can
be both inspirational and
rigorous; we love all of
the vibrant, active work
going on inside it and
campaign against the idea
that only a silent classroom
is an effective one. All
students should leave school
as confident and articulate
adults and our team of experts is
dedicated to fostering those skills.
Training Noisy Classroom offers popular
training sessions (in person and online)
for schools and teachers who want to
use debate and critical oracy in the
classroom.
Student Workshops We work with
all ages, abilities and group sizes.
Schools bring us in for for a range of
debate and oracy workshops with
a whole cohort or targeted group.
Popular choices include our debating
Shakespeare Days for able 14-18 year
olds, debating football sessions for
reluctant writers, interview skills training
for senior school or university entrants,
public speaking workshops for new prefects
and Model United Nations days. We regularly
come up with bespoke workshops to meet a
school’s particular needs around the world and
we can can deliver in person or online.

Enter today at oratoryfestival.com

Website
Our popular website at
noisyclassroom.com is packed
with useful videos, worksheets
and ideas, used by teachers and
young people around the world.

Online coaching
We work daily with families
and individual young people
around the world, providing
individualised coaching and
support in speaking, listening,
conversation
and
debate.
Whatever your location or
background, we help you
develop key skills that lead to
success in the modern world.

Books
Our director, Debbie Newman,
has two books published by
leading international publishers
Routledge: Pros & Cons – A
Debater’s Handbook and The
Noisy Classroom – Developing
Debate and Critical Oracy in
Schools.

Revised main entry deadline: 17 April 2022
Entries subject to our rules (see pages 15-19)

Please note
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The festival experience differs from the examination situation in that it offers
participants the opportunity to perform in an online setting with fellow performers.
The judges will therefore look for a complete performance; make sure you read our
“What we reward” panels on each page in the syllabus.
The International Oratory Festival is for the benefit of all the children, young people
and adults participating. We aim to ensure every performer enjoys a happy festival,
has a memorable experience, grows in confidence, learns from the experience, and
can’t wait to return next year!

Photography and
Recordings
Screen capturing, audio recording,
taking photographs, or otherwise
recording any part of any performance
or part of the festival is not permitted.

Child Protection and
Safeguarding Policy
We take the safety and wellbeing of all
our partipants very seriously. For more
information, see our Child Protection
Statement on page 20 and our Safer
Festivals Statement on page 21.

We’re here to help
If you have any questions about the
Festival, do get straight in touch with us
at entries@oratoryfestival.com.

Data Protection
The International Oratory Festival is
committed to protecting your privacy and
maintaining the security of all personal
information received from you.
All data requested is necessary for the
general administration of the festival or
for processing entries. Personal data
is not disclosed or shared with third
parties. For more details, see our privacy
policy on page 22.

Enter today at oratoryfestival.com

Revised main entry deadline: 17 April 2022
Entries subject to our rules (see pages 15-19)

Our rules
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1

Language

(a)

The International Oratory Festival takes
place using the English language, and
Standard English should be used except in
any sections of a speech or performance
which deliberately use colloquialisms for
specific effect.
We celebrate the range of accents used
to speak English around the world. We
encourage you to speak with your own
accent, while ensuring that your pace and
diction enable your performance to be
understood.

(b)

(b)

(a)
(b)

(c)

All entries must be made online through
our website at oratoryfestival.com.
The main entry period for the Festival
closes on 17 March 2022. There may be
options to sign up for further categories
after this date, via our website, but this
cannot be guaranteed.
Payment should be made on entry using a
credit card. Organisers of large numbers
of entries from schools or youth groups
can request an invoice at the checkout
stage, or you can also enter by emailing
entries@oratoryfestival.com.

(a)

(c)

(d)

(e)

3 Age limit
Ages will be taken as on 17 May 2022 for
each category. Age limits, both upper and
lower, must be strictly observed.

4 No professionals
Only amateurs may compete. For the
purpose of this Festival, amateurs are
defined as those who are not dependent
for their livelihood on the teaching or
performance of music, dance or elocution.
Those who receive a small stipend or
occasional fee, are not debarred from
competing.

5 Entry fees
(a)

certificate.
Multibuy discounts are available for
individuals entering more than one
category. These may not be split: only
one person is covered by each multibuy
discount.

6 Scheduling and order of
performance

(b)

2 Method of entry

16

(b)

The Festival will be programmed following
the closing of the revised main entry
period on 17 April 2022.
All categories will be scheduled during our
Festival week, which runs from Tuesday 17
to Friday 27 May.
Every effort will be made to schedule
sessions at a time suitable for the entrants
to participate within their given time zone.
We will inform participants of their session
by 30 April, by email. If you entered by 17
April and have not heard from us by 1 May,
please contact us at
entries@oratoryfestival.com.
If there is space in any scheduled sessions
following 1 May 2022, these scheduled
sessions will be reopened for entries
until 15 May 2022. Entry will be online at
oratoryfestival.com.
In the event that you decide to withdraw
from a category at any time, we do request
that you inform us by email at
entries@oratoryfestival.com.
Within each scheduled category, the
organisers will decide the order of for
entrants to compete and shall reserve the
right to alter this order, if necessary, at any
time.

7

Category sizes

(a)

Where in the opinion of organisers
categories are too large, they may be
divided.
Where in the opinion of organisers
categories are too small, they may be
cancelled or combined. Refunds will be
given for cancelled categories.
The organisers shall reserve the right
to withdraw any category at its sole
discretion if it is of the opinion that there
is an insufficient number of entries.
Competitors will be notified as quickly as
possible if any category is withdrawn and

(b)

(c)

Entrance to each category costs £10
(GBP) and includes a programme, link for
two audience members and your digital

Enter today at oratoryfestival.com

Revised main entry deadline: 17 April 2022
Entries subject to our rules (see pages 15-19)

17
their entry fees will be refunded.

before the commencement of the session,
The organisers will try and arrange an
alternative time to hear the entrant but if
that is not possible then unfortunately the
entrant may be disqualified. No refund of
entry fees will be possible, except where
the failure of the call is directly due to the
Festival organisers.

8 Zoom and internet
connections
INTERNATIONAL
ORATORY FESTIVAL

(a)

17 May – 27 May 2022

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

(g)

The Festival will take place entirely online,
using the Zoom video conferencing
platform. All participants will be required
to have access to a computer, tablet,
smartphone or other device with Zoom
installed.
Entrants should join the Zoom using the
full name given on their online entry form.
Further instructions on this will be given
in the information sent to you when your
session is scheduled.
Entrants should enter the Zoom waiting
room 10 minutes before their session
starts. Entrants who are not in the Zoom
waiting room when the session begins may
be disqualified.
During each session, the entrant should
be the only person visible in the camera
on their device. The camera should be
oriented in landscape format, as below,
not in portrait mode. The entrant should
be sufficiently far away from the camera
that their head, hands and upper body
are clearly visible, but they should not be
so far away that they cannot be heard.
Wherever possible, the entrant should be
in a quiet room with no background noise.
Participants should mute their microphone
whenever they are not performing.
Entrants may choose to perform either
standing or seated, as long as their head,
hands and upper body remain visible.

Entrants should ensure that they have a
sufficiently stable internet connection to
support their Zoom call. If the connection
is unstable during a performance, the
judge may ask the entrant to repeat all or
part of their performance; this is at the
discretion of the judge, and if they think
that they have heard and seen enough of
the performance to be able to deliver a
thorough adjudication, they do not have
to give entrants the opportunity to repeat
their performance.
In the event that an entrant’s Zoom call or
connection fails completely, or prevents
them joining the Zoom waiting room

9 Audience members
(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Each entry fee also covers the attendance
of up to two audience members. These
audience members should not appear in
the entrant’s Zoom call, but should use a
separate device.
The audience members should join the
Zoom using the following format: “[Name
of entrant] [relation to entrant]”, for
example “Christina Rossetti’s mum and
dad” or “Chinua Achebe’s teacher and
friend”. More information on this will be
given in the information send to you when
the entrant’s session is scheduled.
To ensure the absence of background
noise which might distract from an
entrant’s performance, audience members
should either:
– be located in a different room to the
entrant
– both use headphones.
If the audience members can be heard in
the background of the entrant’s Zoom call,
the judges reserve the right to ask them to
leave or be silent before continuing.
The extra bandwith required by the
audience members’ Zoom may overload
the internet connection of those with
slower connections. If the entrant’s Zoom
call is unstable, the judges will first ask
the audience members to turn off their
video. If this does not resolve the issue, the
judges may ask the audience members to
leave the Zoom. No refund for the entry
price will be given in this situation.

10 Zoom links and
passwords
(a)
(b)

Enter today at oratoryfestival.com

The links and passwords for each session
will be emailed to you at least 48 hours
before your session.
If you have not received the Zoom links
and passwords for your session(s), you
should check your email account’s junk
or spam folder. If you still cannot find the
information, you should contact
entries@oratoryfestival.com at least
24 hours before the relevant session
begins. Entrants who cannot join the
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Zoom call because they have not followed
this procedure will be deemed to have
withdrawn, and will not be eligible for any
refund.

INTERNATIONAL
ORATORY FESTIVAL
17 May – 27 May 2022

11 Solo acting category
(a)

(b)

Competitors in the Solo Acting category
(in which competitors can make their
own choice of text) must email a copy of
their text for use by the judges by 30 April
2022 to entries@oratoryfestival.com.
Competitors entering in our second entry
period should email us their text at the
same time that they submit their entry.
Participants in this category must not
select any item prescribed as a set piece in
this year’s syllabus

regarding the preparation of any
particular set text or topic.

14 Adjudication sheets and
certificates
All adjudication sheets and certificates will
be forwarded to the registered email of the
competitor after the festival.

15 Certificates and marks
The marks and criteria for the award of
Certificates are as follows:
Fair (75 - 77)
A performance limited in its
communication

12 Solo acting category
(a)

(b)

Good (78 - 80)
A performance showing development of
technique and/or communication

Competitors in the Solo Acting category
(in which competitors can make their
own choice of text) must email a copy of
their text for use by the judges by 30 April
2022 to entries@oratoryfestival.com.
Competitors entering in our second entry
period should email us their text at the
same time that they submit their entry.
Competitors in Solo Acting should wear
normal clothing, and no special costumes
should be worn.

Merit (81 - 83)
A capable performance showing some
artistic appreciation and/or technical
ability
Commended (84 - 86)
A convincing performance technically and
artistically
Distinction (87 - 89)
An excellent performance technically and
artistically

13 Communicating with
judges
(a)

(b)

(c)

The organiser of the International Oratory
Festival is the Noisy Classroom Ltd. The
Noisy Classroom delivers teaching and
coaching for many schools and individuals
in the UK and internationally, so it is likely
that some participants will have received
coaching from one of our team at some
point. However, no judge of any category
will have worked directly with any entrant
in the run up to the Festival (between
December 2021 and March 2022).
In the run up to the Festival, the Noisy
Classroom will not offer any coaching
directly related to any of the set texts
appearing in the 2022 Festival, or run any
sessions for entrants using any of the set
or impromptu topics in the 2022 Festival.
Entrants are welcome to contact
entries@oratoryfestival.com for general
advice about the Festival. Resources to
help you prepare will also be available
from April 2022 on our website at
oratoryfestival.com. However, entrants
should not ask for specific advice

Honours (90+)
An exceptional performance both
technically and artistically
Certificates will reflect these marks and
categories.
The judge will award gold, silver and
bronze to the top three entrants in each
category. At the judges’ discretion, they
may award additional certificates to
recognise excellence.

16 The Jubilee Shield and
Trophy

Enter today at oratoryfestival.com

Adjudicators will select an overall ‘Best
in Festival’ each year, who will be sent a
Jubilee Trophy which is theirs to keep.
Their name will also be added to the
Jubilee Shield which is retained by the
Festival.
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17 Age appropriate material
All material performed should be age
appropriate and should not cause offence
to the entrants or members of the
audience.
INTERNATIONAL
ORATORY FESTIVAL
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18 Entry
(a)
(b)

21 Organisers’ rights
(a)
(b)

22 Complaints

Speech entries must be made, and fees
paid online, at oratoryfestival.com no later
than 17 March 2022.
No competitor may enter more than once
in any category .

Verbal complaints will not be considered.
All complaints, which must show
reasonable grounds for investigation, must
be made by email to
entries@oratoryfestival.com. Such
complaints must be sent within 24 hours of
the session concerned.

19 Copyright
(a)

(b)

(c)

Through our membership of the British &
International Federation of Festivals for
Music, Dance and Speech, we are pleased
to announce that we have entered into an
agreement with the Authors’ Licensing
and Collecting Society. This means that
entrants do not have to seek copyright
permission for any for any poetry, prose or
solo dramatic items performed to a time
limit of 10 minutes.
Please note that solo dramatic items must
be announced with the title and author
at the time of performance to qualify for
copyright indemnity, and the performer
must not change the wording, or the
gender of the character.
Performers and teachers will be delighted
to know that their participation in the
Festival means that the author of any
works which are still in copyright will be
directly reimbursed as a consequence of
their work being performed at the Festival.

20 Time Limits

The organisers shall reserve the right:
To refuse any entry.
To decide upon any matter not provided for
in the rules.

23 Judges’ decision making
No competitor, teacher or member
of the public is allowed access to the
judges during the Festival or is allowed to
challenge the judges’ comments at any
time. The judges’ decisions are final.

24 Infringement of rules
Please remember that an infringement
of any of the rules may result in the
disqualification of a competitor.

25 Supervision of
participants
(a)

(b)

Where time limits are stipulated these
must be strictly adhered to.

Enter today at oratoryfestival.com

Please remember that even though this
is an online festival, teachers, parents,
guardians and carers are responsible for
the continuous care and supervision of
their own children or pupils.
It is important that all teachers, parents,
and carers take time to read our Children
Protection policy and Safer Festival
Statement. They can be found on pages 20
and 21 of this syllabus and on our website
at oratoryfestival.com.
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Child Protection Statement
INTERNATIONAL
ORATORY FESTIVAL
17 May – 27 May 2022

The International Oratory Festival is a member of The British & International Federation
of Festivals for Music, Dance and Speech, and operates at all times in accordance with the
following Child Protection Policy.
The British & International Federation of
Festivals for Music, Dance and Speech
work with amateur festivals everywhere
to help create thousands of educational
performance opportunities for children and
young people each year. The Federation
and our member Festivals are committed
to ensuring safe environments for children
and young people and believe that it is
always unacceptable for a child or young
person to experience abuse of any kind. We
recognise our responsibility to safeguard
the welfare of all children and young
people, by a commitment to recommend
best practice which protects them. This
policy applies to our Board of Trustees, paid
staff, Adjudicator members, volunteers,
students, or anyone working on behalf of
the Federation and our member Festivals.
We recognise that:
• the welfare of the child/young person is
paramount
• all children, regardless of age, disability,
gender, racial heritage, religious belief,
sexual orientation, or identity, have the
right to equal protection from all types of
abuse
• working in partnership with children,
young people, their parents, carers, and
other agencies is essential in promoting
young people’s welfare
The purpose of the policy is:

• to provide staff and volunteers with
guidance on procedures they should
adopt in the event that they suspect
a child or young person may be
experiencing, or be at risk of, harm
We will seek to safeguard children and
young people by:
• valuing them, listening to, and respecting
them
• adopting child protection guidelines
through procedures and safe working
practice for staff and volunteers
• recruiting staff and volunteers safely,
ensuring all necessary checks are made
• sharing information about child
protection and safe working practice
with children, parents, staff and
volunteers
• sharing information about concerns with
agencies who need to know, and involving
parents and children appropriately
• providing effective management for staff
and volunteers through supervision,
support and training
The Federation will review this policy each
year in November in line with Safe Network
Guidance or sooner in light of any changes
in legislation or guidance. All changes will
be communicated to our member Festivals
in time for the start of the new Festival year.

• to provide protection for the children
and young people who participate in our
festivals, including the children of festival
members

Enter today at oratoryfestival.com

Revised main entry deadline: 17 April 2022
Entries subject to our rules (see pages 15-19)

21

Safer Festival Statement
INTERNATIONAL
ORATORY FESTIVAL
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The British & International Federation of Festivals for Music, Dance and Speech and its
member Festivals use the following policies and procedures to provide Safer Festivals for
children and young people.
1 A single, definitive Child Protection Policy
adopted by all Federation Festivals.
2 Best practice advice in the form of Safe
Working Practice and Child Protection
leaflets, support and training for all
Federation Festival staff and volunteers
reporting procedures for anyone with a
concern about a child.
3 Appropriate recruitment and induction
procedures followed for all new staff and
volunteers responsible for providing safe
environments for the children/young
people attending/performing at our
Festivals.
4 One or more designated Festival
Safeguarding Officers (FSO) appointed
for each Federation Festival.

6 No unauthorised photography,
screenshots, or video recording of
children and young people is allowed at
our festival.
7 The Festival’s Child Protection Policy
and Safer Festivals Statement will be
published explicitly in the Syllabus,
Programme and on the festival website.
Each teacher, parent, guardian and carer
must read, understand and accept this
information in order to give consent for
their children/pupils to enter the festival
by completing the relevant part of the
online entry forms. Without consent the
entry to the festival cannot be accepted.

5 For the duration of a Festival all
teachers/parents/guardians/carers are
responsible for the continuous care and
supervision of their own children/pupils.
If they are unable to attend personally,
they must delegate their responsibilities
to an identified adult and ensure that
their children/pupils are aware of
the identity and name of the person
responsible for their care.

The International Oratory Festival has
completed the implementation of BIFF’s
new approach to safeguarding. Their
Child Protection Policy and Safeguarding
Statement meet the recommendations of
BIFF and are renewed annually.

Equal Opportunities
The International Oratory Festival is committed to an Equal Opportunities Policy:
• Apart from age-linked categories, there are no restrictions in entry to the competitions.
• We welcome neurodiverse candidates and students with additional needs. Special
considerations will be applied where appropriate; you can let us know what adjustments
we might need to make when you enter online. You can also email us at
entries@oratoryfestival.com. We are always happy to discuss, learn and adapt our
practices to enable all children and young people to be able to participate.
• We welcome participation from any volunteers in the running of the festival.
• Membership is open to anyone with sincere interest in and experience of the festival.
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Privacy Statement
INTERNATIONAL
ORATORY FESTIVAL
17 May – 27 May 2022

This Privacy Statement explains how we use any personal information we collect about you.
1 The Festival uses our own online entry
system at oratoryfestival.com to collect
information so you can enter your child
or yourself in festival categories.
2 We are committed to protecting your
privacy and maintaining the security of
any personal information received from
you.
What information do we collect about
you?
3 We collect information about you when
you register yourself or your child to
participate in the festival.
4 We only ask for such information as is
necessary for the efficient administration
of the festival.
5 We do not collect sensitive personal
information about you except when you
specifically knowingly provide it. For
example, individual needs that will enable
an entrant to perform independently or
with minimal support.
How will we use the information about
you?
6 We use your personal information to:
confirm your registration to use the
website; confirm your entry in the festival;
update you about your entry in a festival;
and send you information about the
festival including programmes.
7 Access to the data is restricted to those
personnel who administer the festival.
Legal Basis
8 Personal data is not collected and
processed without your unconditional
consent or where there is a legitimate
interest.

Access to your date and correction
9 We want to make sure that your personal
information is correct. In order to
maintain the accuracy of our database,
you can check or update your personal
details by emailing us at
entries@oratoryfestival.com.
Retention of Data
10 Data may be retained according to the
Festival’s Data Protection Policy/Data
Retention Policy which may be found on
the Festival website.
Do we share this information with anyone
else?
11 The festival will not pass collected data to
any third party unless required to do so
by law. It should be noted that only names
of competitors will appear in the Festival
programme. If you do not wish your
name to appear in the programme this
should be made clear at the time of entry.
Transfer of data outside the European
Economic Zone (EEA)
12 Wherever possible the Festival does not
use servers that are based outside the
EEA.
Payment details
13 When you use the oratoryfestival.com
secure online entry system your payment
details will be processed by Stripe, our
specialist supplier company, who will
receive your information to process the
payment. We do not retain your PayPal,
credit card, debit card or bank details.
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